University petrolheads
are in a race for
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RACING glory is beckoning for
University of Ulster petrolheads who are
on their way to the Hockenheim circuit
in Germany to take part in Europe's
biggest student motorsport event,
Formula Student.

The university and local engineering
company Schrader Electronics have
come together to support an ambitious
group of students build and race their
own car in a quest to become the 2008
Formula Student champions.

The team has just returned from the
Silverstone leg of the competition and
are preparing to travel to the home of the
German Grand Prix later this week.

The competition challenges students to
design, build and race a Formula 1-style
racing car and will see the team from
UUJ compete against other students

from across Europe in a four day contest
starting on Wednesday, for the chance to
win the coveted title.

The car has been built from scratch by
the students and it will be driven in races
as well as shown in static events, so the
teams must have presenting skills as
well as being able to drive fast.

Team captain Ronan Lavery said: “This
is a fantastic project which challenges
students to work as a team and to put the
skills taught in lectures into practice.

“We also have to present the car as a
business, with full cost analysis which
looks very good on your CV if you are
pursuing a career in motorsport.

“In addition it opens the door for other
career opportunities in the engineering
industry, for example, T successfully
secured a summer placement with
Schrader Electronics which is an invalu-
able opportunity.

“We are proud to be representing both
the University and Northern Ireland in

Germany and look forward to competing
against world class engineers.”

A spokesman for sponsor Schrader
Electronics said the students were going
flat-out to win.

“The team at the university are very

impressive - the ability to manage such a
large and difficult project to a successful
outcome is no mean feat and it is encour
aging to see that these are the calibre of
students available for industry in the
future.”

Dr Justin Quinn, lecturer in the School
of Electrical and Mechanical
Engineering at UUJ, said: “The interac-
tion and support between industry and
academia is now more important than
ever.

“Schrader’s support of this initiative
within the university will help to
enhance the learning experience, result
ing in a more industry ready student
with practical as well as theoretical expe
rience.
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